March of Freedom

David J. Westfall composed the March of Freedom when he was just sixteen years old.
As he gained skill as an orchestrator through his academic studies at Oberlin
Conservatory of Music and his experience as a U.S. Army arranger, it took the shape
that it is in today. The march was first performed in a public park in Heidelberg,
Germany by the USAREUR (33rd Army) Band and was dedicated to the band and its
director in the late 1960’s. After many years of storage, David shared his handwritten
score and parts with the United States Army Field Band who performed it for the first
time domestically. A cassette tape of the march was sent to him. That recording
remained a family keepsake until the composer’s passing in 2022, at which time it was
played at his memorial service and posted to a memorial webpage. With the 250th
anniversary of America approaching, David’s son, Richard, decided to share it for public
performances to help celebrate our country’s important milestone. David J. Westfall
loved America and the precious blessing of freedom it provides. The family hopes the
piece he composed will inspire that same conviction for all Americans. This
arrangement for orchestra was made by the composer in 1993, and first performed by
the Southeast Ohio Symphony Orchestra around that same time.



